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to the Prime Minister to come home.   The Admiralty   From my

will code it on to Spain at once.                                Diary,

" ' News serious and confirms your view of to-day.   I0 Downi

*                              Street,

" ' Yours sincerely,                 May 6th,

1910
" 'JOHN BURNS/

" In the afternoon I went to see Anne Poynder* ; she
told me that her husband had had an audience of the
King upon his appointment as Governor to New Zealand
the day before; and that, although H.M. had been up and
dressed, he looked alarmingly ill. On his return he had
said to her :

" ' I don't know what other people feel, but I think
I have been with a dying man to-day ! '

" All London is standing still with anxiety and I can
hardly refrain from crying.

" That night saying my prayers with Elizabeth and
Puffin we prayed out loud that God might save the
King.

" At 10.30 p.m. after dining alone with the Islingtons
I went round to see the Hardinges. Edward Grey came
into the room with Sir Charles and I noticed they both
looked white with sorrow. We did not shake hands:
I asked for the latest news. One of them answered :

" ' It is practically over; he is unconscious. He sent
for Sir Ernest Cassel this morning and insisted on sitting
up in his clothes although breathless and unable to speak;
his courage is amazing.*

" None of us spoke.

" Sir Edward Grey drove me away from the Hardinges
and said when we were alone in the taxi :

" ' This is a very big moment; these things have
to be, but it has come as a terrible shock in its sudden-
ness/

* Lady Islington.